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Proposed Rye House Energy Recovery Facility 

Introduction

Find out more and have your say

We are committed to consulting the 
local community and will consider 
the feedback we receive before a 
planning application is submitted to 
Hertfordshire County Council

On behalf of Hertfordshire County Council, we are planning to develop an Energy Recovery Facility (ERF) to process 
all of Hertfordshire’s municipal waste that is left over following recycling and composting. The ERF will generate low 
carbon, partly renewable energy and would be sited adjacent to the existing gas fired power station and other waste 
treatment facilities in an industrial area off Ratty’s Lane in Hoddesdon. 

Construction of the facility will create around 300 jobs and it will require around 40 permanent staff once operational.

Inside you can find more details about our proposals, our programme for submitting a planning application and how 
you can have your say.

Further information on our proposals can be 
found on our project website (www.veolia.co.uk/
hertfordshire), where you can also submit comments 
and questions for the project team.

We will update this website as the project progresses.

Alternatively, you can contact the project team via 
email at VeoliaRyeHouse@aecom.com or by leaving 
a message on our Freephone helpline 0800 028 6320. 

A four-week period of pre-application consultation 
will run from 27 June to 25 July.  

We are also holding three public information 
events, where you can see our proposals, 
meet the project team and provide us with 
your feedback. 

The same information will be available to 
view at each event. They will take place on:

Map of consultation event venues

All of the feedback received during the consultation period will be considered by the project team, before we 
finalise our proposals and submit a planning application to Hertfordshire County Council in autumn/winter 2016. 

Once the application has been received by the Council, you will be able to view it online and provide further 
comments as part of a formal consultation exercise led by the Council. 

If approved, we would hope to begin construction in 2017 and to open the facility in 2020.

What happens next?

Public information events

Location of the proposed ERF

Wednesday 29 June, 3pm-8pm:
St Peter’s Church, High Street, Roydon,
CM19 5EF

Saturday 2 July 10am-2pm:
St Cuthbert’s Church, Whitley Road, Rye 
Park, Hoddesdon, EN11 0PU

Monday 4 July 3.30pm-8.30pm:
Spotlight (formerly Broxbourne Civic 
Hall), High Street, Hoddesdon, EN11 8BE
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This site is an appropriate location for an ERF 
because:

• It is industrial land, already in use as an 
aggregates depot, neighbouring other 
waste treatment facilities and a power 
station 

• There is good road access, allowing waste to 
be easily delivered

• It has an existing rail connection
• It provides a waste treatment facility within 

Hertfordshire to serve Hertfordshire
• A connection can be made to the electricity 

grid, so the low carbon energy can feed into 
the national grid

• Veolia has also previously examined the site 
in great detail when advancing a similar 
proposal in 2012 as a facility for North 
London’s waste

Why is this facility needed?

What’s planned?

Why here? 

Hertfordshire County Council is responsible for finding ways to dispose of the residual ‘black bin’ waste collected in the 
county that cannot readily be reused, recycled or composted.

In 2015 the Council reused, recycled or composted around half of the waste collected by Local Authorities, while the 
remainder – a substantial 260,000 tonnes – had to be disposed of.   

Because of the environmental impacts and cost, the Council wants to reduce the amount of waste it sends to landfill 
and has decided that a new ERF is the most efficient, sustainable and cost effective way to address its future residual 
waste issue. The money raised by selling the electricity produced into the national grid will help offset costs and 
provide a better deal for Hertfordshire taxpayers.

The Council has identified Veolia as its preferred supplier to develop this new waste facility and we expect to  submit a 
planning application for this ERF in autumn/winter 2016.  Before we do this, we want to share our proposals with you.

We propose to develop and operate a new high efficiency ERF on industrial land off Ratty’s Lane in Hoddesdon, next 
to the Rye House Power Station. The image shown (right) gives an idea of how this could look. 

The ERF will burn Hertfordshire residents’ ‘black bin’ waste at very high temperatures, heating water to generate 
steam. The steam will drive a turbine and a generator to produce enough low carbon energy to meet the equivalent 
electricity requirements of approximately 69,000 average homes per year. 

The waste will be delivered to the site by road, either via Waste Transfer Stations or direct from the local area. The site 
also benefits from an existing rail connection which we aim to utilise wherever practical both during the construction 
process and for the removal of process residues.

The ERF will be built using state of the art technology and all facilities must meet or exceed the strictest national 
emissions regulations. 

Veolia is the UK’s leading resource management 
company, employing 14,000 people. 

We provide services to around 65,000 businesses 
and millions of residents via our waste, water and 
energy services across the UK.

We currently operate ten other ERFs across the 
UK.

Initial design concept - view from the eastSource: http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/envplan/waste/future/

Existing Rye House Power Station adjacent to the site The proposed development site today www.veolia.co.uk
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